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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 11 and 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Korsch (U.S. Pat- No. 3,784,344; previously 
of record) . 

Initially it is noted that several of the claims of the 
instant application recite u means for" clauses. These elements 
have been interpreted as invoking 35 U.S.C. § 112, sixth 
paragraph, and thereby are limited to the corresponding 
structure described in the specification and equivalents 
thereof. In re Donaldson , 16 F.3d 1189, 1194, 29 USPQ2d 1845, 
1950 (Fed. Cir. 1994); MPEP § 2181. Specifically, claims 11 and 
14 recite that the mold comprises u means...for mounting" the 
insert. The specification of the instant application discloses 
a means for mounting as the projections described at 1 18, or 
the retaining surfaces described at 1 20. 

Korsch discloses a molding apparatus for manufacturing a 
molded article. The apparatus includes an insert (4) being 
sized and dimensioned to fit within a recess in the mold (see 
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Figs. 1 and 2). The insert includes a first surface having an 
area (5) thereon that is a complement of the structural feature 
to be imparted on the molded article- A means for mounting the 
insert in recess on the inner surface of the mold is provided. 
Specifically, the means for mounting includes projections (6) 
which fit within depressions in the inner surface of the mold 
cavity (see Fig. 1) . The projections comprise apertures for 
receiving screw fasteners (8) such that the screws are recessed 
with respect to a front surface of the projections when the 
insert is placed on the inner surface of the mold (see Fig. 2) . 

3. Claims 14, 15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Chittenden et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
3,380,121; previously of record). 

Chittenden discloses a mold with replaceable inserts. As 
shown in Fig. 2, the mold has an inner surface defining a cavity 
(14) in which a molded article is formed. The inner surface has 
a recess adapted for receiving a mold insert (16) . The mold 
insert is sized and dimensioned to fit within the recess, and 
includes a first surface for forming the structural feature on 
the surface of the molded article (see Figs. 1 and 2) . 

Chittenden further discloses the mold insert (16) to 
include a means for mounting in the recess on the inner surface 
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(14) of the mold (see Fig. 2) . The means for mounting comprises 
retaining surfaces and a retaining means (22 and 23) that 
engages the retaining surfaces (see Fig. 2) . More specifically, 
the retaining surface comprise a shoulder extending from the 
side of the mold insert, and the retaining means comprises 
retaining blocks (22 and 23) having surfaces that engages the 
shoulder (see Fig. 2) . The retaining blocks (22) include 
apertures for receiving a fastening means (24) . 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 16 September 2005 with respect 
to claims 11 and 13-18 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant asserts that the structure of the claimed is 
different from Chittenden and Korsch in that the recited mold 
insert is mounted directly to the inner surface of the mold 
cavity that defines the mold article. Applicant's argument 
seems to imply that the mold cavity as used in the claims cannot 
include surfaces other than those in which the molded article is 
formed, and that Chittenden and Korsch disclose the inserts as 
attached to portions of the mold other a mold cavity portion 
which molds the formed article. 

This argument is not commensurate with the scope of the 
claim language. While the claims define the "inner surface as 
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having a cavity in which the molded article is formed" (claim 
14, lines 2 and 3), nothing in the claims excludes the mold 
cavity as including other portions. That is, the mold cavity 
could include a portion forming the molded article (as claimed) , 
and other portions not forming the molded article. Note the 
claims are in open-ended format, thereby not excluding 
additional unrecited elements. MPEP § 2111.03. 

As described above, both Korsch and Chittenden disclose 
molding apparatus that include mold cavities, with inserts being 
mounted to the inner surfaces of these mold cavities. Korsch 
and Chittenden therefore anticipate the claims. 

5. Claims 1-10 and 22-25 are allowed. 

6. Claims 19-21 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

7 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest an insert as 
recited in claim 1 of the instant application. The closest 
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prior art disclosed by Korsch and Chittenden is described above. 
Neither Korsch nor Chittenden disclose the insert to include a 
surface with an area that is a complement to a field of 
integrally molded hooks on the molded article. Note this the 
language of being "complement" to a field of integrally molded 
hooks on the molded article has been taken to mean that the 
insert must have a surface with an area that that is a 
corresponding shape to the hooks. Note as well the means plus 
function elements in claim 1 have been interpreted as described 
in the previous Office Action. 

See also the previous Office Action a statement of reasons 
why other subject matter is indicated allowable over the prior 
art of record. 

8 . Applicant 1 s amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
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is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1166. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
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Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct-uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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